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My Dream House! 
Area 

 

Have you ever dreamed of designing your own home? Here is your chance! 

You are going to design a single story house (one floor).  You will then use what you 

have learned about area and your skills as a writer to tell us about your house! 

For this project you will need: 

 This instruction packet with resources 

 Graph paper.  If you don’t have graph paper, you can print the grid paper at 

the end of these instructions. You may want to have 2 pieces of graph paper: 

one to use as a draft while you plan and one for your good copy. 

 A pencil with a good eraser 

 A ruler (to help you draw straight lines) 

 2 colored pencils (whatever colors you like) 

 Lots of imagination! 

 

  



Step 1:  Think About It! 

Before you get started designing, take some time to think about the kinds of rooms you would 

have in your dream house.   Maybe your dream house is simple, with traditional kinds of rooms, 

but feel free to use your imagination to add some pizzazz!   Would you like an indoor swimming 

pool? How about a room just for video games? A dance studio? A skating rink?  If you can 

dream it, you can design it! 

 

There are just a few rules that you must follow: 

 It must be a one story house.  

 Your house must have at least 1 bedroom, 1 bathroom, and a kitchen or someplace to 

eat 

 

It is time to start thinking and planning: 

 How many bedrooms do you want in your house?    

 How many bathrooms do you want?    

 Do you want a big kitchen or a small kitchen?    

 Who will live in your house with you? Will they need their own spaces? 

_____________________ 

 What other kinds of rooms do you want to have in your house?   

 Do you want to have a garage?    

 What room or part of the house will be the most important to you?    

 

What other ideas do you have for your dream house? 

  

  

  

 

  



Step 2:  Draw It! 

When designers and architects plan new house, they draw blueprints or floor plans.  These 

drawings are like maps of the building.  They show the building from the top, as if the roof were 

taken off and you are looking down from the sky.  Here are some examples of floorplans: 

 

 

The drawings show the permanent things, like walls, doors and windows. They do not usually 

show furniture or other things that can be moved around, but some do. They focus on the 

building, and NOT what is around it. It is okay to imagine your house on a beach or with a giant 

fence around it, but these things will not be in your drawing. 

 

The drawings show the permanent 

things, like walls, doors and 

windows.  All rooms have some 

way to get in and out.  Doors 

connect one room to a hallway or 

to another room.  

Notice that rooms that 

are adjacent, or next to 

each other, share a wall, 

like the wall between 

the living room and the 

master bedroom.     

 



 

Use graph paper to draw a floor plan for your dream house!  

 Draw the outside walls of your house.  Follow the lines on the graph paper as much as 

you can.  You can use a ruler to help you make straight lines.   

 Draw the rooms in your house. Again, follow the lines on the graph paper.  For this 

project, please do not use any curved or diagonal lines.  Label each room.  

 Decide where the doors will be to get into your house, and to get in and out of each 

room.  Doors are often drawn like lines with arcs. (See the sample floor plans.) 

 Decide where windows will be.  Windows will show as part of your outside walls (see 

the sample floor plans.) Use colored pencils to mark special things on your blueprint: 

o Use one color for windows 

o Use one color for doors 

You can add other colors to make parts of your design stand out, if you like. 

 Label each of your rooms. Check your spelling and/or ask for help spelling words 

correctly. 

It is a good idea to do a “practice” drawing first. If you practice by using light pencil marks, you 

can easily erase and make changes until you get the house to look just the way you want before 

doing a good, final copy of your plans. 

 

Step 3:  Measure It! 

Complete the following sheet to answer questions about the size of your house and some of its 

rooms. Express all of your area measurements as “square units” or “units2”.  

  



Welcome to my House! 

 

by  _____________________ 

 

The total area of my house is   .  

 

The area of my kitchen is    . 

 

The smallest room in my house is    . 

 

It has an area of only    . 

 

The largest room in my house is    . 

 

It has an area of    . 

 

  



Step 4:  Tell Us About It! 

This is your chance to tell us all about your special house, including the things that don’t show 

on your floor plan.   

Write to describe your house.   Here are a few ideas/options for you: 

 Write an essay to describe your house.  Write and introduction and then include a 

paragraph for each of your top 3 favorite rooms or things about your house. What is 

your favorite thing about your house? Why? 

 Write as if you are giving a tour of your house. Welcome your “guest” to your house and 

then guide them through it, describing each room you see as you go. You can include 

what you can see in the room, what you may enjoy doing in the room and whatever else 

makes each spot special. 

 Pretend you are a real estate agent and write a listing for your house.  Real estate 

agents write listings, or detailed descriptions of a house’s features, when they are trying 

to sell a house. You can ask a parent to help you look at some sample listings online.  

 Give a presentation to your family to tell them about your dream house.  Write down 

the things you want to be sure to tell them. Create an invitation for them to come to the 

presentation (be sure to include when and where they should attend).  Impress them as 

you show them your floor plan and describe your special house.  

 Create a brochure you could use to attract people to visit your house.  Model it after the 

3-fold kinds of brochures you see for places you go on vacation.  Include details about 

the house, such as how many people can stay at one time or how many bathrooms 

there are. Highlight the most spectacular things about your house by including a section 

about each one in your brochure. Be sure you remember to tell potential visitors where 

the house is located and if there is are interesting things to do there. 

 

  



Need an Extra Challenge? Go Shopping! 

Decide what kind of flooring you want in 4 rooms of your house.  Make a shopping list for the flooring supplies you will need. 

 Decide what you want in each room.  Make a list. 

 Calculate how much you need, based on the area of each room. 

 Figure out how much you will spend on the flooring for each room, and the total expense for flooring in your home. 

Flooring Options: 

Carpet, $3.00/sq. unit Tile Hardwood 

tan grey 
white blue 
pink purple 
brown red 

Marble .......... $10/sq. unit 
 
Slate .............. $5/sq. unit 
 
Ceramic ......... $4/sq. unit 

Cherry ......... $8/sq. unit 
reddish brown 

 
Maple ........... $7/sq. unit 
light brown 

 
Walnut ....... $10/sq. unit 
dark brown 

 

Room    Area    Flooring Choice    Cost/sq. Unit    Total Cost 

                  

                  

                  

   Total cost for 4 rooms:  

  



                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

                                        

 


